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Teslas grand design 
Jor Buffalo runs into 
economic turbulence 


26 are killed, 20 wounded 
by gunman at rural Texas church 
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and growing, putting Buffalo 
on the cutting edge of the 
21st-century economy. 

It may turn out that way, 
but right now, the solar indus- 
try is in a slump - and Buffalo 
is feeling it. 

Solar energy is still likely to 
be part of a growing renewable 
energy future, but the Tesla 
Inc. solar panel factory in 
South Buffalo is facing a differ- 
ent market than when state 
officials made the $750 million 
investment in the RiverBend 
plant the centerpiece of Gov. 
Andrew M. Cuomo’s Buffalo 
Billion initiative. 

After years of fast-paced 
growth, the residential solar 
market is expected to shrink 
for the first time ever in 2017 
and grow at “a limited pace” 
in 2018, according to analysts 
at GTM Research. State 
regulators have chipped away 


Tesla’s solar slump 


Tesla’s solar energy deploy- 
ments fell by 42 percent during 
the summer to their lowest 
level since the second quarter 
of 2014. The electric vehicle- 
maker, which reported a $620 
million loss during the third 
quarter, said that it decided to 
move away from less profitable 
commercial and industrial 
projects. Tesla is conserving 
cash and reducing losses at the 
solar energy business at a time 
when analysts estimate that 
the company will need upward 
of billions of dollars more to 
ramp up production of its 
Model 3 sedan and complete its 
Nevada gigafactory that builds 
the batteries for its electric 
vehicles. 

Even so, the company says 
its Buffalo factory remains on 
track to begin making Tesla’s 


See Tesla on Page A7 


As Buffalo solar panel factory gears up, 
Tesla is deploying less solar energy 
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Family still craves 
answers after woman 


was found dead in 89 


By DAN HERBECK 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


what a beautiful, gentle, 
trusting person she was. One 
of those people who wouldn’t 


Once or twice each month, knowhowtohurtafly...I 
the emotions that burn deep think about the old days, when 
inside Brian Burke we were a big, happy 
compel him to drive to - family.” 
Holy Cross Cemetery E The death of 
in Lackawanna, hai Sheila A. Burke didn’t 
where he visits the draw much public 
grave of his younger attention more than 
sister, Sheila. 28 years ago. There 
He can’t stop were a couple of short 
thinking about the stories in The Buffalo 
shy, gentle woman News and at least one 
who disappeared and died on TV news. 


under mysterious circum- 
stances during the winter of 
1989. 

“Sometimes I think about 
the life she might have if she 
was still around today — happy, 
maybe with a couple of kids,” 
said Burke, 57. “I think about 


Sheila was 25, an unem- 
ployed factory worker who 
had been treated for a bipolar 
disorder. She disappeared from 
her Lackawanna home in late 
January 1989. 


See Cold case on Page A7 
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Law enforcement officers and forensic investigators respond to the scene of shooting Sunday at First Baptist Church 
in Sutherland Springs, Texas. The gunman entered during 11 a.m. service. Ages of the victims ranged from 5 to 72. 


Military-style rifle used; 
suspect, 26, found dead 


By Davip MONTGOMERY, 
CHRISTOPHER MELE 
AND MANNY FERNANDEZ 


NEW YORK TIMES 


SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, Texas - A 
gunman clad in all black, with a ballistic 
vest strapped to his chest and a military- 
style rifle in his hands, opened fire on pa- 
rishioners at a Sunday service at a small 
Baptist church in rural Texas, killing 
at least 26 people and turning this tiny 
town east of San Antonio into the scene 
of the country’s newest mass horror. 

The gunman was identified as Devin 
P. Kelley, 26, according to two law en- 
forcement officials who spoke on the con- 
dition of anonymity because the investi- 


People gather near First Baptist 
Church following the shooting 
in rural town east of San Antonio. 


gation is continuing. Kelley, who lived in 
New Braunfels and had served in the Air 
Force ata base in New Mexico, died short- 
ly after the attack. 

The motive of the attack was unclear 
Sunday, but the grisly nature of it could 
not have been clearer: Families gathered 
in pews, clutching Bibles and praying to 
the Lord, were murdered in cold blood on 
the spot. 

Kelley started firing at First Baptist 
Church in Sutherland Springs not long 
after the Sunday morning service began 
at 11 a.m., officials said. He was armed 
with a Ruger military-style rifle, and 
within minutes, many of those inside the 
small church were either dead or wound- 
ed. The victims ranged in age from 5 to 
72,and among the dead were several chil- 
dren, a pregnant woman and the pastor’s 


See Shooting on Page A5 


Russia backed social media investments 


Milner, a billionaire, 
also has ties to Kushner 


By JESSE DRUCKER 


NEW YORK TIMES 


In fall 2010, the Russian billionaire 
investor Yuri Milner took the stage for a 
Q&A at a technology conference in San 
Francisco. Milner, whose holdings have 
included major stakes in Facebook and 
Twitter, is known for expounding on ev- 
erything from the future of social me- 
dia to the frontiers of space travel. But 
when someone asked a question that had 
swirled around his Silicon Valley ascent 
- who were his investors? — he did not an- 
swer, turning repeatedly to the moderator 


Yuri Milner 

is a Russian 

billionaire 

whose hold- 

ings are backed 

by hundreds 

| of millions of 
dollars from the 

Kremlin. 


with a look of incomprehension. 

Now, leaked documents examined by 
the New York Times offer a partial an- 
swer: Behind Milner’s investments in 
Facebook and Twitter were hundreds of 
millions of dollars from the Kremlin. 

Obscured by a maze of offshore shell 
companies, the Twitter investment was 


backed by VTB, a Russian state-con- 
trolled bank often used for politically stra- 
tegic deals. 

And a big investor in Milner’s Face- 
book deal received financing from Gaz- 
prom Investholding, another govern- 
ment-controlled financial institution, 
according to the documents. They include 
a cache of records from the Bermuda law 
firm Appleby that were obtained by the 
German newspaper Suddeutsche Zeitung 
and reviewed by the Times in collabora- 
tion with the International Consortium of 
Investigative Journalists. 

Ultimately, Milner’s companies came 
to own more than 8 percent of Facebook 
and5 percent of Twitter, helping earn him 


See Milner on Page A9 
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